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23. — Analytic Grammar of the English Language, for the Use of 
Schools. By I. H. Nutting, A. M., M. D., Principal of Mount 
Hollis Seminary. Boston : Crosby, Nichols, & Co. 1858. 12mo. 
pp. 112. 

We had determined never again to look into an English Grammar ; 
but the modest dimensions of this book tempted us to break our resolu- 
tion. "We rejoice that we have done so. We can speak of Dr. Nut- 
ting's Grammar with unqualified praise. We do not know him, nor 
have we any idea of the situs of " Mount Hollis " ; but we feel sure that 
his " A. M." means something. He is a linguist of superior attain- 
ments and in a considerable diversity of tongues ; for the simplicity of 
his analysis indicates an author who has risen, through the collation of 
languages, to a comprehensive grasp of language. His treatise is the 
simple application of the essential canons of universal grammar to the 
English tongue. There is not a definition or a rule that could be dis- 
pensed with. Indeed, his rules of syntax are statements of funda- 
mental laws ; while the prolix rules of the school-grammars in general 
are awkward descriptions of observed facts in speech, of the theory of 
which the writers are wholly ignorant. The mere saving of time by 
the introduction of this book into the common schools of New Eng- 
land would be great beyond our easy calculation. Then, too, the time 
spent on grammar now is all wasted, — no child learns anything about 
language from his school-manual ; while from this book a child would 
derive definite ideas and positive knowledge. 



24. — Book-Keeping, hy Single and Double Entry. For Schools and 
Academies. Adapted to Payson, Dunton, and Seribner's Combined 
System of Penmanship. By L. B. Hanaford, A. M., and J. W. 
Payson, Principals of the " Boston Mercantile Academy." Boston : 
Crosby, Nichols, & Co. 1858. 4to. pp. 108. 

Here, also, we have a school-book faultlessly excellent. The ex- 
planations and rules are concise, explicit, and intelligible, — such, we 
imagine, as would enlighten not a few experienced book-keepers as to 
the theory of operations which they have been wont to perform me- 
chanically. The specimen-books present an adequate variety of en- 
tries, and the examples for practice are well chosen and arranged. 
The various kinds of subsidiary books are described and illustrated, 
and the usual business-forms are very happily explained. We trust 
that this manual will have extensive circulation; for even among 
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merchants there is a great deal of loose book-keeping, while the art is 
one which ought to be understood by every man and woman who holds 
any pecuniary trust for others, or who stands in any business relation 
which admits of open accounts or suspended dues on either side. 



25. — Memoir of the Life of John Quincy Adams. By Josiah 
Quincy, LL. D. Boston : Phillips, Sampson, & Co. 1858. 8vo. 
pp. 429. 

We supposed, until it was too late to supply the deficiency, that we 
had secured a full-length review of this work, which an almost filial 
love for the author, and profound interest in his subject, made us so- 
licitous to welcome at the earliest moment. The book stands almost 
alone in literary history, as written by one far advanced towards four- 
score years and ten, yet with unabated vivacity and vigor of thought, 
nay, with enthusiasm unquenched, and with no mark of senility except 
ripened wisdom. We love to think of his life, — its finished chapters 
dating far back toward the birth of our republic, and themselves por- 
tions of its fairest history, while the Hi erary activity of his old age is 
adding the fame of successful authorship to the civic crown and the 
academic wreath. A statesman and legislator whose uprightness and 
purity maddened antagonists could not but acknowledge, a judge who 
dared to sweep away immemorial precedent when opposed to the right, 
a municipal magistrate whose wise forethought generations to come will 
have reason to bless, an educator of youth who could show them in 
history no worthier example than his own, and now the biographer of 
one his peer in firmness and integrity, and with whom, as we cannot 
help comparing them, he presents contrasts and resemblances equally 
numerous and impressive, — a monument of generations that have 
almost disappeared, and still keeping even step with the foremost ranks 
of the present, and the boldest pioneers of a better future, — he multi- 
plies claims upon our reverence, such as belong to no living citizen of 
our country. 

Mr. Quincy has performed his task in the work before us with emi- 
nent skill and with entire impartiality ; nay, more, in certain parts of the 
narrative, with a judicious, but to us wonderful, reserve as to his own 
dissent and dissiliency from some of Mr. Adams's opinions and meas- 
ures. Himself an ardent Federalist, and none the less so in his retro- 
spect on the agitating questions of Jefferson's and Madison's administra- 
tions than when he was actively engaged in their discussion, he yet 
does ample justice to Mr. Adams's motives in those transactions by 



